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WILLIAM J. ScoTT
ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF ILLINOIS
500 SOUTH SECOND STREET

SPRINGFIELD '

May 30, 1972

FILE NO., S-461

CONSTITUTION:
Legislature -~
Electronic recording of
debates

Honorable W. Robert Blair
Speaker
House of Representatiyeg
State of Illinois
State House

Springfield, Illinois

Dear Speaker

ave your fetter wherein you state:

verbat.j.m. the conmplete debates of the House
when it msets in its chamber in plenary session.
In further compliance with the above referenced

- constitutional section, the House plans to
stenographically transcribe these electronic
tapes and to make these written transcripts
available to the public,

"I am writing to solicit your opinion in re-
gard to this latter requirement. In your :
opinion, would the House be required to maintain
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tution of

recording

& copy of an slectronic tape after said tape
is transcribed in its entirety and made avail-
able to the public? If a copy of each tape
ie, in your opinion, required to de kept as

a real or actual record, for how long do you
feel such a tape must be preserved as a per-
manent record?”

Section 7(b) of Article IV of the Illinois Consti-
1970 reads as followa:

"Each house shall keep a journal of its pro-
ceedings and a transcript of its debates.

The journal shall be published and the

transcript shall be available to the publiec,®
Section 7(b) makes no reference to the method of
the debates but relates only to the keeping of a

transcript "available to the public.” 8ince there is no re-

of printing and publication of the transcript it

is clear that a stenographic transcription would comgtitute

compliance if available for public inspection and duplica-

tion at the expense of any interested person. This interpre-

tation ie

supported by the debates of the Sth‘ Illinois Con~

stitutional Convention. Sea, 6th Ill. Conet. Con. ~ Verbatim

Transceript, July 18, 1970, pp. 72~99 inel.
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While saction 7(b) makes no reference to the method
of rm?dinq debates and leaves the choice to legislative
discretion, it would seem clear that the primary mrce of
the transcript, whether electronic tape, reporter's record -
or other 'inadium', should be permanently preserved to assure.
confirmation of the typewritten tramscript or its replacement

in the event of loss or destruction.

In conclusion, I am of the op&nion that 1f the
House of Representatives undertakes to record its debates
by electronic Ata‘pe(.‘, then the Béhaa 0of Representatives must

permanently preserve this electronic tape.
. Very truly yours,

ATPTORNEY GENERAL




